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Introduction to Your Host
My Name:  
Bradley Bowen
My Role:  
Your host and guide for this series of podcasts on 

Thinking Critically About: “Is Christianity True?”
My Educational Background:
• BA in Philosophy from Sonoma State University (in Northern California). 
• MA in Philosophy from the University of Windsor (in Windsor, Ontario, 

just across the border from Detroit, Michigan).
• CPhil in Philosophy from UC Santa Barbara.
• Main interests in philosophy: critical thinking, philosophy of religion, and 

ethics.



The Questions at Issue
QUESTION 1: Is Christianity true?

This is the main question at issue that I am investigating in this series of podcasts.

QUESTION 2: How can we answer Question 1?
I will try to answer Question 1 by thinking critically about Question 1.

QUESTION 3: What is critical thinking?
“critical thinking” is (roughly speaking) thinking that is careful, judicious, objective, and fair.

QUESTION 4: Why should anyone care whether Christianity is true?
In Podcast #1, I gave ten reasons why we should care about whether Christianity is true or false.
In Podcast #2 I replied to ten objections against my view that we should invest some time into thinking critically about whether Christianity 
is true or false.

QUESTION 5: What is Christianity?
Before we can rationally evaluate Christianity, we need to clarify what we mean by the word “Christianity” in this context.  
In Podcast #3, I examined five key claims about Christianity in order to clarify what the word “Christianity” means in this context.

QUESTION 6: Is there just ONE Christian worldview or many?
Although there are many versions of Christianity, I argued in podcast #4 that there is just ONE Christian worldview.

QUESTION 7: How should we evaluate the truth of the Christian worldview?
After a brief review of the key conclusions from Podcast #3 and Podcast #4, I will discuss what is involved in evaluating the truth of the 
Christian worldview. 
In podcast #5 I discussed the analysis of the Christian worldview in terms of the answers it gives to four basic worldview questions, and I 
discussed how the truth or falsehood of the Christian worldview depends on the truth or falsehood of those answers.

QUESTION 8: Does the Christian worldview correctly identify and describe the most important human problems?  
This is the question I will address in this podcast (podcast #6).



Critical Thinking and ANALYSIS
• A basic skill and practice of critical thinkers is ANALYSIS or analytic thinking. 

Analysis involves breaking something down into its basic parts, examining 
and understanding the parts, and thinking about how the parts relate to 
each other and work together.

• The comparative religions scholar Ninian Smart broke religions down into 
six basic dimensions. I examined those dimensions and showed that the 
philosophical or doctrinal dimension was more basic than the other 
dimensions.

• The core beliefs of a religion constitute the worldview associated with that 
religion. It is primarily the truth or falsehood of the worldview of a religion 
that makes the religion true or false.

• The Four Noble Truths of Buddhism represent a logical analysis of the 
Buddhist worldview. I have used that problem-solving logical structure as a 
model for the analysis of all worldviews, including the Christian worldview.



A Worldview is a
Problem-Solving Scheme

A worldview is a very general problem-solving scheme; it 
provides answers to basic problem-solving questions:

• What are the most important problems of human life?
• What is the root cause(s) of the most important problems of 

human life?
• What is the best solution(s) to the root-cause problem(s)?
• How can we best implement the solution(s) to the root-cause 

problem(s)?



The Christian Worldview: Summary
1. What are the most important problems of human life? (Symptoms of 
Disease) 
Alienation or separation from God, conflict and disharmony between people, 
mental and physical suffering, disease, death, and in the next life: divine eternal 
punishment.

2. What is the root-cause problem of what are (allegedly) the most important 
problems of human life? (Diagnosis of the Disease)
Sin (wrongdoing and disobedience to God and the human propensity towards 
wrongdoing) is the root-cause problem of separation from God, conflict and 
disharmony between people, mental and physical suffering, disease, death, and 
ultimately results in eternal divine punishment.



The Christian Worldview: Summary
3. What is the best solution to what is (allegedly) the root-cause problem of what 
are (allegedly) the most important problems of human life? (Cure for the Disease)
Out of love and mercy for human beings, God sent his son Jesus to die on the cross 
and to rise from the dead in order provide salvation from sin, to atone for our sins, 
to reconcile us with God, and to provide eternal life to human beings.

4. How should we implement what is (allegedly) the best solution to what is 
(allegedly) the root-cause problem of what are (allegedly) the most important 
problems of human life? (Treatment Plan for the Patients)
If one repents of one's sins, and believes in Jesus as the divine savior of humankind 
who died for our sins and rose from the dead, then one’s sins will be forgiven by 
God, and the process of salvation from sin will begin, ultimately completing when 
Jesus raises the dead and gives eternal life in heaven to those who believed in him.



The Christian Worldview Proposes a PANACEA
• The Christian Worldview presents Christianity as a PANACEA, as a 

solution to all (or nearly all) of the most important human problems.
• Critical thinkers are aware of the problems of wishful thinking and 

emotional bias and consistently strive to exercise healthy skepticism 
and to avoid evaluating claims and beliefs on the basis of desires and 
wishes (or fears and revulsions) as opposed to facts and reasons.

• Belief in a PANACEA is a classic example of wishful thinking and 
emotional bias.

• Critical thinkers, therefore, exercise healthy skepticism in evaluating 
the Christian worldview, and strive to avoid accepting the claims of the 
Christian worldview on the basis of desires and wishes (or fears and 
revulsions) as opposed to facts and reasons.



The Christian Worldview Proposes a PANACEA

• The fact that the Christian worldview presents Christianity as a 
PANACEA does NOT show that this worldview is false, but for a critical 
thinker this does raise reasonable doubt and suspicion about the truth 
of the Christian worldview.

• Some other religions and secular worldviews also claim to identify a 
PANACEA, so the Christian worldview is NOT the only worldview that 
raises reasonable doubt and suspicion for critical thinkers.

• Although the Christian worldview presents Christianity as a PANACEA, it 
does not promise perfect health, perfect harmony, and perfect 
happiness in this life, so it is less subject to disconfirmation by 
experience, compared to more this-worldly PANACEAs.



Analysis of Possible Evaluations of 
the Christian Worldview



What If the Christian Worldview Answer to ONE of 
the Four Worldview Questions is WRONG?

If the Christian Worldview answer to just ONE of the four basic 
worldview questions is WRONG, then Christianity would fall seriously 
short of what it claims to be (a Panacea: the solution to the most 
important problems of human life).
1. If the problems identified and targeted by TCW include none, or only a small 

portion, of the most important human problems, then TCW would fall seriously 
short of what it claims to be.

2. If the root-cause problem identified and targeted by TCW is not the root cause 
problem underlying the most important human problems, then TCW would fall 
seriously short of what it claims to be.

3. If the solution proposed by TCW (for resolving the root-cause problem that 
underlies the most important human problems) is no good, then TCW would fall 
seriously short of what it claims to be.

4. If the plan for implementation proposed by TCW for use of the solution is such that 
the solution would likely fail to be effective, then TCW would fall seriously short of 
what it claims to be. 



What If the Christian Worldview Answer to ONE of 
the Four Worldview Questions is RIGHT?

If the Christian Worldview answer to just ONE of the four basic 
worldview questions is RIGHT, then Christianity would be at least 
“partially true”.
1. If the problems identified and targeted by TCW include most of the most important human 

problems, and if the “spiritual problems” identified by TCW are among the most important 
human problems, then TCW would be “partially true” even if the answers to the other 
worldview questions were wrong.

2. If the root-cause problem identified and targeted by TCW is the root cause problem 
underlying some of the problems identified by TCW, and the root-cause for the “spiritual 
problems” was correct, then TCW would be “partially true” even if the answers to the 
other worldview questions were wrong.

3. If the solution proposed by TCW for resolving the root-cause is a good solution, then TCW 
would be “partially true” even if the answers to the other worldview questions were 
wrong.

4. If the plan for implementation proposed by TCW for use of the solution is such that the 
solution would likely resolve the problem that is believed to be a root –cause problem, 
then TCW would be “partially true” even if the answers to the other worldview questions 
were mostly wrong (the solution would have to be largely correct in order for the 
implementation plan to be correct).



The Christian Worldview: Further Analysis
I have analyzed the Christian worldview in terms of four basic worldview 
questions.  The Christian answers to those questions are brief summaries 
of core Christian beliefs.  

A clearer understanding of the Christian worldview can be presented by 
expanding those brief answers to provide more details.  For each one of 
the Christian answers to a basic worldview question, I have formulated 
four claims or assertions to present that answer in more detail.  

Since there are four claims for each of the four answers, this more 
detailed ANALYSIS of the Christian worldview breaks the worldview down 
into sixteen different claims.



The Christian Worldview: Symptoms
1. What are the most important problems of human life?  (Symptoms 

of Disease) 
A. SPIRITUAL: Alienation or separation from God in this life, and in the 
next life we face the threat of divine eternal punishment, these are 
some of the most important problems of human life.
B. PHYSICAL: Injury, disease, and death are some of the most important 
problems of human life.
C. PSYCHOLOGICAL: Sorrow, fear, pain, and suffering are some of the 
most important problems of human life.
D. SOCIAL: Conflict and disharmony between humans (anger, hatred, 
cruelty, injustice, violence, oppression, and war) are some of the most 
important problems of human life.



The Christian Worldview: Symptoms

1. What are the most 
important problems 
of human life?  
(Symptoms of 
Disease) 

A. SPIRITUAL: Alienation 
or separation from 
God in this life, and in 
the next life we face 
the threat of divine 
eternal punishment, 
these are some of the 
most important 
problems of human 
life.



The Christian Worldview: Symptoms

1. What are the most 
important problems of 
human life?  (Symptoms 
of Disease) 

B. PHYSICAL: Injury, 
disease, and death are 
some of the most 
important problems of 
human life.

C. PSYCHOLOGICAL: 
Sorrow, fear, pain, and 
suffering are some of 
the most important 
problems of human life.



The Christian Worldview: Symptoms

1. What are the most 
important problems 
of human life?  
(Symptoms of 
Disease) 

D. SOCIAL: Conflict and 
disharmony between 
humans (anger, 
hatred, cruelty, 
injustice, violence, 
oppression, and war) 
are some of the most 
important problems of 
human life.



The Christian Worldview: Diagnosis
2. What is the root-cause problem(s) behind the most important 
problems of human life? (Diagnosis of Disease)
A. SPIRITUAL: Sin (wrongdoing and disobedience to God and the human propensity 
towards wrongdoing) is the root cause of alienation or separation from God in this 
life and will ultimately result in eternal divine punishment.
B. PHYSICAL: Sin (wrongdoing and disobedience to God and the human propensity 
towards wrongdoing) is the root cause of physical death, injury, and disease.
C. PSYCHOLOGICAL: Sin (wrongdoing and disobedience to God and the human 
propensity towards wrongdoing) is the root cause of sorrow, fear, pain, and mental 
suffering of human beings.
D. SOCIAL: Sin (wrongdoing and disobedience to God and the human propensity 
towards wrongdoing) is the root cause of conflict and disharmony between 
humans (anger, hatred, cruelty, injustice, violence, oppression, and war).



The Christian Worldview: Cure
3. What is the best solution to the root-cause problem(s)? (Cure for 
the Disease)
A. Out of love and mercy for human beings, God sent his son Jesus to be the divine 
savior of humankind.
B. God sent his son Jesus to suffer and to die on the cross in order provide 
salvation from sin, to atone for our sins, and to reconcile us with God.
C. Jesus is God incarnate, and Jesus lived a perfect life of obedience to God, so that 
his death on the cross could atone for the sins of humankind.
D. After Jesus died on the cross and was placed in a tomb, God raised Jesus from 
the dead to show that Jesus was the Son of God and savior of humankind, and to 
show that those who receive salvation from Jesus will one day be raised from the 
dead and given eternal life.



The Christian Worldview: Treatment Plan
4. How should we implement the solution to the root-cause 
problem(s)? (Prescribed Treatment Plan for the Disease)
A. If one repents of one's sins and believes in Jesus as the divine savior of 
humankind who died for our sins and rose from the dead, then one’s sins will be 
forgiven by God, and the process of salvation from sin will begin.
B. When a person repents and becomes a believer in Jesus, God sends the Holy 
Spirit to that person to help that person to obey God, to follow Jesus, and to 
become a truly good person.
C.  Christians sometimes sin and disobey God, but if they repent of their sins and 
ask for forgiveness, they will be forgiven, and their relationship with God and Jesus 
will be restored.
D. So long as a Christian believer continues to believe and follow Jesus until his/her 
death, that person will be raised from the dead and given eternal life in heaven.



Q1: What are the most important problems of human life?   

# Claims
Questions & 
Objections

Assumptions

1A

SPIRITUAL: Alienation or separation from 
God in this life, and the threat of divine 
eternal punishment in the next life are some 
of the most important problems of human 
life.

How can we know this? Is this 
contrary to God’s perfect moral 
goodness?

Assumes God exists. 
Assumes there is life after death. 
Assumes that God is concerned about human 
behavior and/or thinking.

1B
PHYSICAL: Injury, disease, and death are 
some of the most important problems of 
human life.

Clearly these are significant 
problems.  Is this contrary to God’s 
perfect moral goodness?

1C
MENTAL: Sorrow, fear, pain, and suffering 
are some of the most important problems of 
human life.

Clearly these are significant 
problems.  Is this contrary to God’s 
perfect moral goodness?

1D

SOCIAL: Disharmony and conflict between 
humans (hatred, cruelty, injustice, violence, 
oppression, and war) are some of the most 
important problems of human life.

Clearly these are significant 
problems.  Is this contrary to God’s 
perfect moral goodness?



Initial Comments on the Christian Answer 
to the 1st Worldview Question

1. Because the Christian worldview identifies a wide variety of basic human 
problems, problems that are clearly serious and important problems, it is clear 
that the Christian answer to the first worldview question is at least PARTIALLY 
TRUE, and is perhaps even MOSTLY TRUE (since the problems identified in 
three out of four categories of problems appear to be correct). 

2. However, in the category of SPIRITUAL problems, the problems identified 
involve various questionable RELIGIOUS ASSUMPTIONS:  God exists; There is 
life after death;  God is concerned about human behavior and/or beliefs; God 
will reward and punish people in the afterlife, including the punishment of 
eternal suffering and misery for some people.

3. The problems in all four categories are EVILS, and thus they all raise the 
PROBLEM OF EVIL, which is a powerful objection to the belief that God exists.



Initial Comments on the Christian Answer 
to the 1st Worldview Question

4. The Christian belief that a perfectly good God will inflict eternal suffering and 
misery on some people in an afterlife appears to involve a logical 
contradiction.  This apparent contradiction is contained in the Christian 
answer to the 1st Worldview question.

5. Because the alleged Christian resolution of physical, mental, and social 
problems is generally NOT provided in this life, we cannot VERIFY or CONFIRM 
the alleged Christian solution to those problems until AFTER we die. 

6. The alleged Christian resolution of the problem of the potential for divine 
eternal punishment is also something that we cannot VERIFY or CONFIRM 
until AFTER we die.

7. The problem of ALIENATION or DISHARMONY with God in this life seems too 
subjective to allow the solution to this to be VERIFIED or CONFIRMED in this 
life.



MY Evaluation of the Christian Answer 
to the 1st Worldview Question

1. This part of the Christian worldview is PARTIALLY TRUE and 
PARTIALLY FALSE.  I accept the PHYSICAL, MENTAL, and 
SOCIAL problems identified by the Christian worldview as 
being most of the most important human problems. 
However, I reject the alleged SPIRITUAL problems identified 
by the Christian worldview: 

“Alienation or separation from God in this life, and in the next life 
we face the threat of divine eternal punishment, these are some 
of the most important problems of human life.”



MY Evaluation of the Christian Answer 
to the 1st Worldview Question

2. I view the claim that “God will punish some people with 
eternal suffering and misery in a life after death” as 
containing a LOGICAL CONTRADICTION, and thus conclude it 
is FALSE.  So, I reject this alleged SPIRITUAL problem as one 
that does not exist.  God is, by definition, omnipotent, 
omniscient, and perfectly morally good. No such being 
would punish anyone with eternal suffering and misery in a 
life after death.



MY Evaluation of the Christian Answer 
to the 1st Worldview Question

3. I view the claim that “We humans are alienated from God and 
in disharmony with God” as being an INSIGNIFICANT 
PROBLEM, even assuming it is true.  If God was a SELFISH 
EGOTISTICAL BULLY who got angry with humans for failing to 
worship him or obey his commandments, then it would be 
reasonable to worry about being in disharmony with God, but 
that view of God is absurd and involves a LOGICAL 
CONTRADICTION.  God, if God exists, is a perfectly morally 
good person, so God will ALWAYS be looking out for our best 
interests no matter what.



MY Evaluation of the Christian Answer 
to the 1st Worldview Question

4. The PROBLEMS OF EVIL which are raised by the Christian 
answer to the 1st worldview question, provide good reason to 
doubt that there is a God.  My study of arguments for and 
against the existence of God leads me to believe there are no 
good reasons to believe in God and there are good reasons to 
disbelieve in God.  So, I have concluded that there is no God.  If 
there is no God, then there is no such thing as being “alienated 
from God” and there is also no threat that God will impose a 
punishment of eternal suffering and misery on some people in 
an afterlife.  



YOUR Evaluation of the Christian Answer 
to the 1st Worldview Question

The main problem is whether to accept or reject the part of the Christian 
answer to the 1st worldview question that concerns alleged SPIRITUAL 
problems:
A. SPIRITUAL: Alienation or separation from God in this life, and in the next life we 
face the threat of divine eternal punishment, these are some of the most important 
problems of human life.
Accepting this part of the Christian worldview involves accepting the following 
RELIGIOUS ASSUMPTIONS:

• God exists.
• There is life after death.
• God is concerned about human behavior and/or beliefs.
• God will punish and reward every person in the afterlife.
• God will punish some people with eternal suffering and misery in the afterlife.



YOUR Evaluation of the Christian Answer 
to the 1st Worldview Question

To determine whether the Christian answer to the 1st worldview 
question is completely TRUE, one must answer these questions:

• Does God exist?
• Is there life after death?
• Will God reward and punish everyone in the afterlife?
• Will God punish some people with eternal suffering and 

misery in the afterlife?

These are NOT easy questions to answer.  In order to answer 
these questions by thinking critically, keep in mind this good 
advice from John Stewart Mill: [see next slide]



YOUR Evaluation of the Christian Answer 
to the 1st Worldview Question



YOUR Evaluation of the Christian Answer 
to the 1st Worldview Question

Further advice for investigating the existence of God:
• Don’t just read Christian apologists and Christian philosophers.  Make 

sure to also read some philosophers and thinkers who are atheists, 
agnostics, skeptics, deists, and even pantheists.  

• Among Christian apologists and philosophers there are different 
schools of thought, so try not to focus on just one type of apologist 
(e.g. Thomists, or Evidentialists, or Presuppositionalists).

• There are lots of arguments for and against the existence of God, so try 
to identify a few that you think are the best and strongest arguments 
both for and against God.

• When you have identified the arguments that appear to be the best 
and strongest, become familiar with the main objections raised to each 
argument, and with the most common replies to those objections.



YOUR Evaluation of the Christian Answer 
to the 1st Worldview Question

Suggested sources for investigation of the question “Does God exist?”:

Arguments FOR the Existence of God
Handbook of Christian Apologetics by Peter Kreeft and Ronald Tacelli, 
Chapter 3.
When Skeptics Ask by Norman Geisler and Ronald Brooks, Chapters 2 and 3.
Reasonable Faith by William Craig, Chapter 3.
Five Proofs of the Existence of God by Ed Feser, Chapters 1 ,4, and 5.
Is There a God? by Richard Swinburne, Chapters 1-7 (all chapters).



YOUR Evaluation of the Christian Answer 
to the 1st Worldview Question

Suggested sources for investigation of the question “Does God exist?”:

OBJECTIONS to Arguments for the Existence of God, and 
Arguments AGAINST the Existence of God
Atheism by Julian Baggini, Chapters 1, 2, and 6.
Arguing for Atheism by Robin Le Poidevin, Chapters 1-4, and 7.
Atheism: A Philosophical Justification by Michael Martin, Chapters 4-6, 12, 
and 14-16.
The Non-Existence of God by Nicholas Everitt, Chapters 3-7, and 12-15.



Closing Remarks
The Next Podcast:  
In Podcast #7, I will consider Question 9: 
9. Does the Christian worldview correctly identify the root-
cause problem that underlies the problems it claims to be 
the most important human problems?
Thank You:  
Thank you for listening to my sixth podcast of the series 
Thinking Critically About: “Is Christianity True?”. I hope that 
you will join me again for future podcasts as I continue to 
investigate this important question.
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