
           

                              



of






 

A summer reading plan for some of the major 
stories of the Bible







Dear Reader,
Stories have power.  A good novel, tv show, movie, or even the story of a friend can suck us in, captivate our 
imagination, and even shape the way we think about things.  That is probably why the Bible is written so 
much in story.  Even the more didactic teaching in the Bible tends to be found in story such as a letter or a 
narrative of where the teaching comes from.
For Christians, we believe that the Bible is a central way in which Jesus is revealed to us.  We at least believe 
that in theory.  In practice, however, many Christians do not even know the Biblical stories.  These stories are 
almost never quoted on a regular basis and are not used as any kind of framework for understanding our own 
lives.  For example, when is the last time that you heard someone (other than your pastor) refer to a Biblical 
story related to a modern day situation?  Even the stories that we do know are rarely used to interpret our 
daily lives.  We have lost the ability to connect these stories with our own stories.
I put together this summer reading plan to help with this.  The challenge will be for you to read and reflect on 
5 Biblical stories a week.  As you read, most weeks I will be preaching one of the stories that you have read.
My suggestion is that you build a habit of doing these devotions the same way every weekday.  Find a time 
that works for you but there is something helpful about the morning time- quiet place, be consistent on time 
and on place, free Bible for your phone.  Say a prayer before you start.  You might think about reading the 
story twice a day like morning and evening.  
As you begin, just try to understand the details of the story- is it different from when you were a kid?  Then 
think through what the underlying principles are, what might the claim be on your life, who do you see 
yourself in the story, and  how is it like the world today or something in your own life.  Do not just try to 
interpret the story.  Allow the story to interpret you as well.  Remember that the Bible is descriptive not 
always prescriptive.  In other words, just because something happened does not mean that it is always 
supposed to happen that way.  
Parables can be particularly challenging to read.  This is because they are partly meant to shock us and 
challenge our way of thinking.  They deconstruct our view of the world and reconstruct a new world that is 
God-centered.  Parables, like all of these stories, are for more than one point.  They are meant to shape and 
change us.  There is also nothing wrong with simply enjoying them.
There is a vast range of material in the Bible from different time, voices, and situations.  I have structured the 
week so that you are reading from the various parts. Monday’s reading is from the Torah.  These books are 
the books of the Law and are the heart of the Jewish Bible.  They make up the first 5 books of the Bible.  
Tuesday’s reading is from the Writings and Prophets.  These books make up the rest of the Old Testament 
and cover a lot of different kinds of material and story.  Wednesday’s reading is a Gospel Story from 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John and centers around the work of Jesus.  Thursday’s reading is an Early Church 
Story and come from the book of Acts, a writing of Paul, or Revelation.  Friday’s reading is a parable that 
Jesus taught during His ministry.
May you have a great summer of story, and may it help your life to be a better story with Christ as the main 
character!

- Jordan Rimmer



Week 1

Monday- Torah
Story: The Fall 
Text: Genesis 3
Thought Questions:

What was it about the temptation that got to Adam and Eve?
Why do they hide?  What changed for them?
How have you felt the effects of this curse?  How does Jesus undo the curse?

Tuesday- Writings and Prophets
Story:  Joshua’s Installation
Text: Joshua 1
Thought Questions:
 Why do God and Joshua refer so much to the past in thinking about the future?
 God tell Joshua twice to be strong and courageous.  Why is that an important to Joshua and to us 

today?
Wednesday- Gospel Story
Story:  The Temptation
Text:  Luke 4:15
Thought Questions:
 What are the temptations of Satan?  How does Jesus use scripture to counter them?
 Why is it important that at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry he had to be tempted?
Thursday- Early Church Story
Story:  The Holy Spirit Comes
Text:  Acts 2:1-13, 42-47
Thought Questions:
 What is up with the metaphor of fire and wind?  What is happening?  
 How do the languages help the spreading of the gospel and the affirmation of what is happening?
 What is your reaction to the description of how the first disciples lived?  Do you live at all like that?
Friday- Parable
Story: Soils 
Text: Luke 8:4-15
Thought Questions:
 What doe the soils represent?  Which soil are you?
 Think about the terrible return on the seed- only 25%.  What do those odds mean for church ministry 

and evangelism?



Week 2

Monday- Torah
Story: Cain and Able
Text:  Genesis 4
Thought Questions:

Why did Cain kill Able?
Was Cain his brother’s keeper?  How was he to be his brother’s keeper?
Why do you think the Bible puts genealogies and talks about family lines?

Tuesday- Writings and Prophets
Story:  The Fall of Jericho
Text:  Joshua 6
Thought Questions:
 What kind of confidence must the people of Israel had after this victory?  What kind of fear must the 

people in the land have had after this victory?
 How weird would it have been to follow God’s instructions?  What do we do when God’s 

instructions to not make sense?
Wednesday- Gospel Story
Story:  The Storm at Sea
Text: Mark 4:35-41
Thought Questions:
 How is being afraid of a storm a lack of faith?
 What is the significance of Jesus being able to command nature?
 What in your life do you need Jesus to calm?
Thursday- Early Church Story
Story:  Peter Gives What He Can
Text:  Acts 3:1-10
Thought Questions:
 Why are Peter and John still going to the temple?  What does that say about their view what wa 

happening?
 What might have happened it Peter had some change in his pocket?
 Those who see the man are filled with wonder and amazement.  How does God invoke these feelings 

for you?
Friday- Parable
Story: Good Samaritan 
Text: Luke 10:25-37
Thought Questions:
 Samaritans were despised in Jesus’ day.  Why does He make this man the hero?
 What makes this man good?  

What is the lesson Jesus hopes linger in our minds from this story?



Week 3

Monday- Torah
Story:  Flood
Text: Genesis 6:9-22, 7:11-24, 8:6-12, 9:8-17
Thought Questions:
 Do you have trouble with the idea of God wiping out life on the earth?  How might that be justified?
 Why does God choose Noah?
 How must have Noah felt all those years of building the ark?
Tuesday- Writings and Prophets
Story:  Gideon
Text:  Judges 7
Thought Questions:
 Why does the army need to be smaller?
 God’s plan works out, but would you have wanted to try it, especially with only 299 other soldiers?
Wednesday- Gospel Story
Story:  The Centurion’s Servant and the Widow’s Son
Text:  Luke 7:1-17
Thought Questions:
 Why is it significant that Jesus would heal someone for a Roman soldier?
 How does the Centurion show his faith?
 Why does Jesus heal the woman’s on when she does not ask Him to?
Thursday- Early Church Story
Story: Deception in Giving
Text: Acts 5:1-11
Thought Questions:
 Does the death of these two seem harsh to you?  Why does God respond so strongly?
 Peter say that they have lied to the Holy Spirit and later said they had lied to God.  What does it mean 

that Peter thought the Holy Spirit was God?
Friday- Parable
Story:  Prodigal Son 
Text: Luke 15:11-32
Thought Questions:
 We call this the story of the prodigal son, but Jesus start it, “There was a man who had two sons.”  

How does the father being the star change how you think about the story?
 What might have made the younger brother come to his senses?

Do you think the elder brother ever comes into the party?



Week 4

Monday- Torah
Story: Tower of Babel
Text: Genesis 11:1-9
Thought Questions:
 What is the intent of the people in making a city and a tower to the heavens?
 Why doe God confuse their language?
Tuesday- Writings and Prophets
Story:  Sampson and Delilah
Text:  Judges 16
Thought Questions:
 Why is Sampson so blinded to the evil intentions of Delilah?
 What strikes you about Sampson’s prayer?
Wednesday- Gospel Story
Story:  The Feeding
Text:  John 6:1-15
Thought Questions:
 Imagine the disciples as they began to pass out what they knew was not near enough food.  What was 

going on in their minds?
 Why does Jesus leave instead of becoming king?
Thursday- Early Church Story
Story:  Prison Break
Text:  Acts 5:12-42
Thought Questions:
 Why are the high priests jealous?
 How are you encouraged or terrified by the boldness of the disciples?
 What is the wisdom of Gamaliel’s words?
Friday- Parable
Story: Wise and Foolish Young Women 
Text: Matthew 25:1-13
Thought Questions:
 If Jesus is the bridegroom, then what does it mean that we wait for Him?

All the women are ready for the bridegroom to come, but the wise women brought extra oil in case he 
did not come.  What does that mean for us?



Week 5

Monday- Torah
Story:  Call Abraham 
Text: Genesis 12:1-9
Thought Questions:
 What are the different elements of Abram’s call?
 How have Abram’s descendants been a blessing to the world, especially in Jesus?
Tuesday- Writings and Prophets
Story:  The Call of Samuel
Text:  1 Samuel 3
Thought Questions:
 What does it mean that the word of the Lord was rare and there was no frequent visions?
 Samuel does not know it is God calling him.  How can we distinguish God’s call from other calls?
 How must have Eli felt, who had not received a message from the Lord for a long time and whose 

own sons would not be prophets?
Wednesday- Gospel Story
Story:  Walking on Water
Text:  Matthew 14:22-36
Thought Questions: 
 How scared must the disciples have been?
 What makes Peter want to walk on water to?  Why does he sink?
Thursday- Early Church Story
Story:  Stoning Stephen
Text:  Acts 6:1-7, 51-60
Thought Questions:
 Why is the office of Deacon created? 
 What gives Stephen such boldness?  
 How are martyr stories helpful or not helpful for you and for the church?
Friday- Parable
Story: Rich Fool 
Text: Luke 12:13-21
Thought Questions:
 What is the connection between the parable and the discussion of inheritance?
 What does it mean that we build bigger barns?  What are your barns?



Week 6

Monday- Torah
Story:  Almost Sacrificing Isaac 
Text: Genesis 22
Thought Questions:
 Why do you think God tests Abraham?
 It does not record an answer of Abraham, but just says that he rose early and did it.  What is the 

significance of this?  What would your response be?
 How I the replacement ram a picture of Jesus?
Tuesday- Writings and Prophets
Story:  David and Goliath
Text:  1 Samuel 17:1-54
Thought Questions:
 Why does David have faith?
 Why does Saul let this young kid take on a giant?  Had he already given up?
 What is the response of the people and the king to God’s faithfulness through David?
Wednesday- Gospel Story
Story:  Raising Lazarus
Text:  John 11
Thought Questions:
 Why doe Jesus weep?  How is that comforting to you?
 Why doesn’t Jesus go into the tomb?
 What is the significance of this story just before Jesus’ death and resurrection?
Thursday- Early Church Story
Story: Saul’s Conversion
Text: Acts 9:1-19
Thought Questions:
 What do you think of God stopping Paul on his way to kill Christians and making him a Christians?  

What does that say about God?  What about free will?
 Paul says to the light, “Who are you, Lord?”  What does Paul say Lord before he knows who it is?  

What significance is this?
 Think about the faith of Ananias.  This could easily have been a trick to get him arrested.
Friday- Parable
Story: Compassionate Employer 
Text: Matthew 20:1-16
Thought Questions:
 Does this parable seem incredibly unfair to you?  What if that is Jesus’ purpose in telling it?
 What does it mean that the last will be first and the first will be last?  

What of our worldview is Jesus trying to deconstruct?



Week 7

Monday- Torah
Story: Stolen birthright 
Text: Genesis 27:1-38
Thought Questions:
 How harry do you have to be to have someone become disguised as you using goat hair?  (Not a very 

spiritual thought, but it is a strange thing.)
 How can sibling rivalries cause damage to families?
Tuesday- Writings and Prophets
Story:  David and Bathsheba
Text:  2 Samuel 11
Thought Questions:
 How does the temptation of David begin?  Why does he give into those temptations?
 How does the power of being king add to the sins of David?
 How could David have avoided this situation?
Wednesday- Gospel Story
Story:  A Wee Little Man
Text:  Luke 19:1-35
Thought Questions:
 Think of the oddity of this story.  
 Why do you think Jesus decides to go to his house?
 How is it that they salvation comes to the house?  Is it his works or Jesus’ presence?  
Thursday- Early Church Story
Story:  Peter’s Dream
Text:  Acts 10:1-43
Thought Questions:
 Why I it significant for us that that the gospel is for Gentiles as well? 
 How does Peter’s vision shape the church moving forward?
 How do we now read the Old Testament?
Friday- Parable
Story: The Pounds 
Text: Luke 19:11-27
Thought Questions:
 Can you understand the logic of the servant who did not make any money?  

When can playing it safe be good?  How doe it hurt sometimes?
 What sense can you make about Jesus’ words in the last few verses?



Week 8

Monday- Torah
Story: Wife Swap 
Text: Genesis 29:1-30
Thought Questions:
 How is this story of Jacob being tricked really justice for Jacob’s treatment for his brother Esau?
 Do you feel bad for Leah in the middle of this?
 When have you ever gotten what you wanted but also in addition gotten what you did not want?
Tuesday- Writings and Prophets
Story:  The Presence of the Lord
Text: 1 King 19:1-18
Thought Questions:
 Elijah had just showed up all the false prophets, yet now he runs in fear.  Have you ever been down 

and afraid after a big positive event?
 What is the significance of God not being in the big things but God being in the small thing?
Wednesday- Gospel Story
Story:  Nicodemus
Text: John 31-15
Thought Questions:
 Why does he come at night?  Is he genuinely seeking or trying to test Jesus?
 What does Jesus mean “born again”?
 Can you identify with Nicodemus’ frustration?  It is like Jesus did not answer any of his questions.  

Could it be that Jesus does this on purpose?
Thursday- Early Church Story
Story: The Jerusalem Council
Text:  Acts 15:1-35
Thought Questions:
 Why is this a crucial moment for the church?
 In v.28 of the letter it states: “For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us…”   What if you made 

decisions today like that- being sensitive to the Holy Spirit but also not being totally sure all 
the time?

Friday- Parable
Story: Noble Vineyard Owner and His Son 
Text: Luke 20:9-18
Thought Questions: 
 How is this story about Jesus?
 How is this story about us?
 What is the meaning of this reference to a cornerstone?



Week 9

Monday- Torah
Story:  Joseph sold 
Text: 37:12-36, 45:4-15 
Thought Questions:
 Things look bad for Joseph, but how does God use this to bring about a good purpose?
 All the brothers go along with selling Joseph.  Could you have stood up to them, or would you have 

been scared or jealous as well?
Tuesday- Writings and Prophets
Story:  Rack, Shack, and Benny
Text:   Daniel 3:8-30
Thought Questions:
 Why won’t these men just bow down?  What would the harm be?
 Who is the fourth person in the furnace?
 What are the emotions and reactions of Nebuchadnezzar throughout this story?
Wednesday- Gospel Story
Story:  Transfiguration
Text:  Luke 9:28-36
Thought Questions:
 What does it mean that Jesus was transfigured?  
 Why do the disciples want to build these structures to the three figures?  Why won’t Jesus let them?
Thursday- Early Church Story
Story:  Earthquake Test
Text:  Acts 16:16-39
Thought Questions:
 Why do the men seize Paul and Silas?
 What does the earthquake do in the story?
 
Friday- Parable
Story: Lazarus and the Rich Man 
Text: Luke 16:19-30
Thought Questions:
 Is this meant to be a view into what heaven and hell are like?  What else might Jesus be saying?
 Why is what we do in this life significant?
 Jesus is predicting that even though He will rise from the dead the people will still not listen and 

believe.  How, then, does anyone believe?



Week 10

Monday- Torah
Story:   Moses as Baby 
Text: Exodus 2:1-22
Thought Questions:
 Is it the work of the family or of God that Moses is saved?  Could it be both?
 Why does Moses kill the Egyptian?  
 How does Moses’ experience prepare him to later lead the people out?
Tuesday- Writings and Prophets
Story:  Daniel in the Lion’s Den
Text:  Daniel 6
Thought Questions:
 Does Daniel ever know that God is going to spare him, or does he assume he will be killed?
 How is Daniel’s faithfulness an inspiration?  How is it frightening?  
Wednesday- Gospel Story
Story:  The Woman at the Well
Text:   John 4:1-42
Thought Questions:
 Jesus was not supposed to talk to a Samaritan woman.  Why does he?
 What doe the discussion of worship have to do with the ethical behavior of this woman?  What is the 

connection?
 Think about the response of this woman.  She becomes a missionary to her family and town even 

though she is looked down on by them.  What can you learn from her example?
Thursday- Early Church Story
Story:  Falling Asleep
Text:  Acts 20:7-16
Thought Questions:
 How hard would this event have been to witness if you were at this long winded sermon?
 How have you fallen asleep spiritually?
Friday- Parable
Story: Unjust Steward 
Text: Luke 16:1-13
Thought Questions:
 What is the connection between this shrewd steward and the message Jesus is trying to get across?
 How do we as Christians deal with money without it ruling over us? 



Week 11

Monday- Torah
Story: Burning Bush
Text:  Exodus 3
Thought Questions:
 Was the Burning Bush a new phenomenon, or had Moses passed it many times without knowing it?
 Why does Moses keep trying to talk the bush out of calling him?  How is that like us?
 What gets Moses to finally accept the call?
Tuesday- Writings and Prophets
Story:  The Call of Jeremiah
Text:  Jeremiah 1
Thought Questions:
 These are called the words of Jeremiah (v1) but also the word of the Lord (v2).  How can they be 

both?
 What of the images that God shows Jeremiah do you find moving or confusing?  Why?
Wednesday- Gospel Story
Story:  Up on the Roof
Text:  Mark 2:1-12
Thought Questions:
 What great friends that they would go to so much trouble to see their friend healed.  Who are your 

friends like that?  Are you a friend like that?
Why does Jesus forgive his sins?  Why doe this get the religious leaders so upset?
The people respond that they had never seen anything like this.  Have you?  

Thursday- Early Church Story
Story:  Paul Oppose Peter
Text: Galatians 2:1-14
Thought Questions:
 Why does Paul on one level care about the authority of the Apostles and on another hand not care?
 Why does Paul oppose Peter (Cephas)?
 Paul wants Peter’s conduct to be “in step with the truth of the gospel.”  Is that true of your conduct?
Friday- Parable
Story: Two Debtors 
Text: Luke 7:36-50
Thought Questions:
 What is the connection between the story and the dialogue before and after?
 How grateful are you for all Jesus has done for you?



Week 12

Monday- Torah
Story:  The Exodus 
Text: Ex 14
Thought Questions:
 Why do you think this becomes such a defining moment for the people of Israel?
 Does it seem strange to you that the people doubt God so quickly?  Or is that your story as well?

What do you think about the plight of those Egyptian soldiers?  How might that be considered 
 justice?

Tuesday- Writings and Prophets
Story:  Ezekiel’s Uncomfortable Sleeping
Text:  Ezekiel 4
Thought Questions:
 Why does Ezekiel lay on a brick and cook over human dung?
 How do we live out the metaphor’s of God’s relationship to the world today?
Wednesday- Gospel Story
Story:  Faith at First Sight
Text:  John 9
Thought Questions:
 What is the point of this discussion about the man’s parents?
 Why does Jesus spit in the mud and put it in the man’s eyes?
 Why do they question the man so much after he is healed?
 Reflect on the blind man’s response with the one thing he knows- “I was blind, now I see.”
Thursday- Early Church Story
Story:  Christ’s After Death Appearances
Text:  1 Corinthian 15:1-11
Thought Questions:
 Is it astonishing to think of all who saw Jesus after His resurrection?
 Why does Paul work harder than any of the others?  Is he arrogant to say that?
Friday- Parable
Story: Great Banquet
Text: Luke 14:12-24
Thought Questions:
 This parable could be read as a commentary on the religious leaders of the first century.  How might 

that be?
 If there was a party, would you be invited with the popular people or would you be invited after the 

important people?
 



Week 13

Monday- Torah
Story: The Golden Calf
Text:  Exodus 32:1-20
Thought Questions:
 Why do you think the people make the calf?
 Aaron says that there will be a feat to the LORD after the calf is built.  How does he connect God to 

the calf?
 Why does Moses make the people taste the bitterness of their idol?
Tuesday- Writings and Prophets
Story:  Nehemiah’s Walls
Text: Nehemiah 2
Thought Questions: 
 Walls can keep people out and can keep people in.  Why do you think Nehemiah wants to build the 

walls?
 How does Nehemiah argue for the change among the people?  Why does he point out the trouble?
Wednesday- Gospel Story
Story:  Water into Wine
Text:  John 2:1-12
Thought Questions:
 Why doe Jesus chastise Mary for asking him to do this but does it anyway?
 Why is this the first of Jesus’ signs when He is around 30 years old?  Why did he wait this long?
 How does Jesus’ miracle help others (other than just making wine)?
Thursday- Early Church Story
Story:  The New Heaven and the New Earth
Text: Revelation 21:1-8
Thought Questions:
 What is the significance that God’s dwelling place is with human beings?
 What in the world do you think must be made new at the end of time?
Friday- Parable
Story: The Judge and the Widow
Text: Luke 18:1-8
Thought Questions:
 How I the persistence of the woman repaid?
 If the unjust judge offers grace, how much more will God give justice? 
 How do our images of God portray Him to much as human and unjust?


